The Teachings of Jesus 

In Matthew 5 17, Jesus says: 

"Do not think thai I have <:ome to sbofish the Law crshe Pfophals, I have 
not come ro at>^fish tt^em, bulio fuMif^em" 

In Ihls passage, which is part of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that 
he dldnl Intend lo abollBh tlie old Jewish religious laws, such as the Ten 

Commandments and the vanous regulations on marriage, Inlierllance, 
property rights, diet, and similar matters. 

But tie often did re-interpret these laws, or add to tliem. sometimes In very 
radical ways Asa result, some of his teacliings were very controversial 
According to Luke 4 28-30. some people in his hometown of Nazareth became 
so angry at him that tliey tned to throw him off a cliff 

Even today, some of his teactiings still seem very radical to many people 
Here are some of the best-known examples- 



Violence 



In Matthew 5 3B-39, Jesus says 



"¥ou t]a\/e f}eard that ft was saKi, 'eye tor eye, andsoctf} for tooth 'Bui fteli 
you, do not resfsi an evil person tt someone srnkesyouon tt^e right cheek, 
fum to him the other also " 

Some ClinstianB. such aslhe Amish, tlie Hennonrles, and the OuaKers, try 
to stnctly adiiere to this pnnclple of non-resistance Some of them have been 
put in pnson, or even executed, for refusing to partkipate in wars 

In Matthew 5 44 Jesus says "Love your enemies" Some people interpret 
this to mean that you should try to help them rather than harm them Others 
say tliat any needed punishments should be lefl to God 

But many modern Christians consider these ideas to be unrealistic They 
believe that it is sometimes necessary to defend onesell. or even to launch the 
initial atlack Many people also believe that evil-doers must be punished for 
their crimes, or at least locked up to prevent them from doing further harm- 
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Wealth 

In Mark ID 25, Jesus says: 

It f5 essfer for a csmel to go thmugh the eye of a needle Ihan tor a nch 
man to enlef the Kingdom of God " 

Some scholars Ihinklhal the word "earner inlhis statement resulled from an 
accidenlal mis-copy mg of a very similar word which meani "rope". Thus, Jesus 
may have aclually said "It is easier lor a rope lo go through Ihe eye ol a needle 
-", which is a more nalural melaphor 

But whether he said "cameF or "rope', his poinl waslhal il is very hard for a 
rich person lo go lo heaven. In fad Mark 10:17-22 mdicaleslhallhe only way 
a nch person can goto heaven is. in Jesus" words to "sell everything you have 
and give lo the poor" Some people try to avoid Ihis conclusion by pointing lo 
Mark ID 27, which says "all Ihings are possible wilh God " Thus. God can 
make il possible for a rich man lo goto heaven. Cerlainly Ihis islrue Bui the 
conlexl of Ihe slalemeni indicates that God would accomplish Ihis by mspinng 
Ihe nch manio reform his life and willingly give his money to Ihe poor. 

Jesus also warned againsi the accumulalion of wealth on several olher 
occasions In Matthew 6 19 he says "do nol store up lor yourselves Ireasures 
on earlh", and a lew verses laler, in Mallhew 6 24, he says"Vou cannot serve 
both God and Money' In Luke 6 24 he says "woe lo you who are nch" Jesus 
dis-approved of weallh because helhoughl il was wrong for some people lo 
live in wasleful luxury while olhersslarved 

According lo the Book of Ads, his original followers Ined lo live by Ihese 
leachmgs atter he lefllhem They formed a communily in Jerusalem, known as 
Ihe Nazarenes. in which everyone 'had everylhmg in common" (Acts 2:44). 
and any new member had lo sell his or her possessions and give Ihe proceeds 
to a common fund 

But many modern Chnslians disagree wilh Ihese ideas They see nolhing 
wrong with acquinng money and weallh And people who do become weallhy 
are often admired by outers 



Non-Marital R&lalionships 

In M althew 5 28-30. Jesus says: 

"But i teii '/cu ihGt anyone who foofta Gt a woman fustSuify hss already 
commuted aduSery with henn his hesyi liyournghteye csuses you to sin, 
gouge ft ou: and threw ^ away ft fs better for you lo lose one pan oS your body 
than for your whole body to be thmwn into heii And it ycurrfghl hand causes 
you to sin, cut ft off snd throw ft away ins better tor you to lose one part of 
your body than for your whole body to go into hell"' 

In an effort lofoFfow This leaching some people have become hermils. or 
found other ways lo live in lolal celibacy Some of the men in Ihe Heaven's 
Gate cult even caslraled Ihemselves. But mosi people aren'l willing lo take 
such drastic measures, and many doubllhal it's really necessary- 



Compassion and Forgiveness 

The teachings quoted above are examples of whal are sometimes called 
Ihe Difficult Teachings of Jesus because most people find Ihem very hard to 
follow. Their radical naluie has led some people lo callJesus an exireme 
moralist Olhershave called him a Utopian dreamer a social or political 
reformer, or even a communisi 

But whatever else he was. he was also a person of greal compassion. He 
had very sirong feelings lor the poor, Ihe downtrodden, Ihe oulcasis, and the 
persecuted, and he was keenly aware of the oppression and injuslicelhal kept 
Ihem in their place. This is why he condemned greedy people who live in 
opulence while so many olhers suffer in poverty. 



Jesus also had a very sirong willlngnesslo forgive He believed Ihal 
every one deserves another chance A good example ollhis is his leaching 
aboullurnmg Ihe olher cheek Nol only should you mslanllv lorgive a man who 
sirlkesyou on one cheek, hut you should also lurn your olher cheek lo give 
him a chance lo see his error and realize Ihe need lo relorm himself 

Jesus probably didn'l mean il lilerally when he lalked aboul gouging oul 
evBS and cutting off hands Mosl likely he was simply using hyperbole lo 
emphasize his point Bui the mere fact Ihal he could lalk in this way provides 
anolher example oljusi how sirong his conviclions were. 

Of course mosl people can feel compassion, and most people have some 
willingness lo forgive BuHew, if any. have ever fell Ihese emollons as deeply 
asJesuE did- or had as sirong convkllons as he did Thai difference may 
explain why some of hisleachlngs seem so radical lo tis. 

Noie: This arllcle was originally published on the Gospel Myslenes website To 
read more articles Iromlhis site, go lo 

httpy^www archive org^delails/GospelMyslenes 



